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Gig Harbor MYC Regatta #8 – IOM Class (October 6, 2018 at Surprise Lake in Milton, WA) 
Bob Wells Reporting & Jerry Brower Scoring: 
 Our warm dry summer is history, and amazingly it left our rainy Seattle area in a “moderate drought”. 
The unusual condition will be history soon as the cool wet weather arrived on cue October 1st, yet we had an 
excellent partially sunny fall regatta day sandwiched between rainy days. Winds were mostly bottom of A-rig 
and direction generally held from the NE the whole regatta, which is unusual as the SW or NW wind is 
dominant. Of course, we enjoyed the Surprise Lake shifts, lulls and swirls that accompany any sailing here. 
The NE weather mark is the closest to the control area providing the most forgiving visibility, but it gets 
especially shifty here so close to trees. This makes it a difficult mark to converge on, but we know the drill and 
everybody behaved for the most part. 
 It was more special because all the 2018 Gig Harbor regulars sailed and most went to lunch together 
after. Jerry Brower returned from French Nats in Marseilles, and we learned that TSA had struck again. This 
time after inspecting his boat container, they slapped it together with the hull cockeyed and the result is surface 
cracks on his 2018 K2 hull from compression. Jerry has glued the cracks and plans to take it to NZL Nats in 
October, where the TSA gets another shot at it. Dennis Pettis used and showed off his 3-D printed snap-on 
spreaders, and we’ll look forward to more iterations with more refinements. 
 Sailing was interesting from the git, where in the first six races we had six different winners and the 
David Jensen’s woody was the first to repeat. Finishes here are topsy-turvy because of the shifty conditions 
and this time atypical weed affected everybody occasionally for another variable. Add to the mix folks hooking 
their keels on the buoys and staying there, and for this special recognition goes to Steve Young with three 
DNFs and Jerry with two. Through it all good humor held steady, and a pecking order did emerge. 
Congratulations to winner Jerry Brower, who was sailing the oldest of 8 different designs to another Surprise 
Lake win. He was in a significant foot mode to the next shift all day, and he makes it work. If I am close to him 
upwind I win the battle, but he wins the war. He refines his skills sailing 2-3 times a week, with a serious bit of 
radio sailing related travel in addition. 
 This was our final 2018 Surprise Lake regatta, and we begin again in March 2019.  
 
GHMYC #8 Results after 18 Races with 3 Throw-outs: 

Place Skipper 
 

Sail Club/City Hull 
 

Score 
1 Jerry Brower 142 Lk Stevens Pikanto 32.0 
2 Bob Wells 12 Mercer Is K2 35.0 
3 Joe D'Amico 32 Sequim V9jd 40.0 
4 Daryl Ruff 67 Fife Kantun SMX 72.0 
5 Steve Young 73 Tacoma Vision 75.0 
6 Bill Wilson 69 Port Ludlow Kantun SMX 76.0 
7 David Jensen 68 Bellevue RR II (woody) 83.0 
8 Mike Hansow 53 Renton V10 84.0 
9 Dennis Pittis 57 Clinton Alternative 2 99.0 

Full Results here: http://www.ibextrax.com/RC2018/Results/1006GH.pdf 
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 Congratulation to Jerry Brower for easily winning the Gig Harbor Cup for the 2018 season, with a win in 
every race he entered. This despite missing 2 of 8 regattas with excused absences to race in the UK and 
French Nationals. I don’t think anybody has won every regatta here in the past, but if anybody did it was Kelly. 
 Congratulation to Joe for finally winning a tie, this may be precedent setting for our bridesmaid. 
Recognition to Bob Wells and David Jensen for scheduling their lives well enough to sail in every regatta, 
something the top nine guys on this list all attempted. 
 2019 season will start in March, and you should receive your schedule in January. 
 

 
Our Gig Harbor Cup champion goofing off in Marseilles again. In his words, “His dry humor didn’t translate well in French”. 
This statement suggests it translates well in English, which is not always the case here either. Michel Roure photo. 
 
  

  2018 Gig Harbor Cup Season Points With all 8 regattas complete rev 10/7/2017
pls

Skipper Points T/B
pts pls pts pls pts pls pts pls pts pls pts pls pts pls pts pls

1 Jerry Brower 47 8 1 8 1 8 1 8 1 6 1 9 1
2 Joe D'Amico 42 7 2 4 5 7 2 7 2 5 3 5 2 7 3 2
3 Bob Wells 42 5 4 7 2 6 3 4 5 2 3 6 2 4 3 8 2 3
4 Steve Young 32 6 3 5 4 5 4 4 1 7 1 5 5
5 David Jensen 26 1 8 5 4 3 6 6 3 3 2 2 6 3 4 3 7
6 Daryl Ruff 20 4 5 3 6 4 5 3 6 6 4
7 Mike Hansow 13 6 3 2 7 3 5 2 8
8 Dennis Pittis 11 2 7 2 7 4 4 2 5 1 9 5
9 Bill Wilson 11 3 6 1 8 1 8 1 4 1 7 4 6 6
10 Ron Blackledge 2 2 7
11 Art Lent 1 1 6 6
12 Dave Woodley 1 1 8 8
One point for each boat you beat plus 1 point for starting a race in the regatta. Excel

GHC 8GHC 1 GHC 2 GHC 3 GHC 4 GHC 6 GHC 7GHC 5
10/063/10 4/21 5/05 5/26 8/18 9/017/07
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2018 Championnat de France C-Fleet heat and Michel Roure (FRA 91) is in a nice position after the start. Jerry Brower sailed 
his K2 with his damaged fin (sliced in last race at UK Nats) that was nicely repaired by Joe Damico. New fin is on order. 
 

Brower & Roure at 2018 Championnat de France – Classe IOM (Marseilles, Sept. 20-23, 2018) 
 Since my last regatta report I discovered I had inadvertently posted premature “final” results after 10 
races, and the regatta went to 12. Jerry and Michel did not close out well as both dropped some places since 
race 10. Full results here: http://www.ibextrax.com/RC2018/Results/0920FRA.pdf 
 Jerry told me that he inadvertently missed the 10th race start while he was combining a “wrong” (his 
words) rig change with “non-standard complicated” (his words again) tuning. He did eventually resolve his rig 
choice and tune to get back to A Fleet for the last race, but his two throw-outs were all in the last three races. 
He finished 17th out of 64, and dead-panned that he avoided starting in D-fleet. He called it a great experience, 
and French is definitely the language they sail under.  
 Michel expanded a little in his words: “Jerry and I had good fun. We enjoyed a great B rig day on Saturday, 
until wind returned to its terrible shifty self. Fortunately, the wind made it back well on Sunday. However, for me after 
returning to A fleet I got black flagged (stupid me) on the 11A restart, which cancelled any ability to discard my bad 
results. PRO Pierre Gonnet is a monster on the starts here, and his results are impressive. 

The depth of this fleet is impressive too, and Jerry and I spent most of our time in B and A. Our boat speeds 
were very good. This including my borrowed Britpop with XL Sails, which were equipping 2 of 3 on the podium, with 
Alexis Carre sailing his own. Jerry’s experience showed and he was very steady (Not in race #10 – Editor), while I 
had to live with my learning curve issues and endure four bad results which cost me. This included 2 losses of radio 
control (I will get a new Tx to my Dad) and also two stupid disqualifications. My lessons hopefully learned. Still, 
racing with Olivier, Alexis, Romain...etc., was very much worth it.” 
 I noticed the podium French IOM sailors are much younger guys than in the US, and their podium 
included two sailmakers: http://www.classe1metre.org/index.php/component/k2/item/57-championnat-de-
france-iom. This all bodes well for French radio sailing. 

A nice video link of an A-fleet heat is here, and Jerry is USA 142 (Un quatre deux) and Michel is FRA 
91. Top guys include Romain 77, Alexis 73, Xavier 84, Olivier 100, and Laurent 95:  Note all the recreational 
boat traffic in this little harbor, and Jerry told me they had to cancel racing for a few hours during some of the 
best wind because the lesser skilled boaters kept drifting awkwardly onto the course. The Harbormaster said 
there was nothing he could do, which didn’t sit well: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=44kEg5aIwp4. Another video is 
of race 11A, where FRA 91 wasted a great start: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QhOjOIrZh9s&feature=youtu.be. 
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French radio sailing and Jerry “Drower” on the front page of the local newspaper, where sail crazy France is actually interested 
in radio sailing championships. The sports section article noted Jerry’s travels this year to IOM championships in AUS, CAN, 
USA, GBR, FRA, and soon to NZL. That feat won’t get traction in USA newspapers, even in the Travel and Lifestyle section. 



Gig Harbor Model Yacht Club – Regatta Report 5 

 
 
Marblehead’s back in WA 
Editor’s Note: This article is from the Australian Radio Sailing website, and WA is Western Australia, not 
Washington State. The author is Sean Wallis (3rd in 2017 USA IOM Garland Nats).  
 

The Marblehead has been missing in WA for a long time but that appears to be changing. Three boats 
have found their way to new homes in WA, to the ARYA President & ARYA Secretary (Sean Wallis & Ross 
Bennett) with Glenn Dawson looking to pick up the third of the Brad Gibson designed Indie’s. 

No doubt the interest in the class will see further growth in WA and it’s not surprising why. 
Since the release of line plans for the Indie by BG in 2014, the option to self-build a boat that is 

competitive against the production boats has seen the Marblehead fleet in Australia go from strength to 
strength providing sailors with extremely competitive racing, with the Indie sailed by Scott Condie winning the 
2018 Australian Championship. 

Looking at the history of the class, before the IOM Class era the Marblehead class was the one 
everyone wanted to sail and win in. The class lead the way in modern designs and technology, the M class had 
carbon masts well before it was common in full size sailing. There were many new and exciting ideas with rigs 
and designs, fed by creative home builder’s and innovative thinkers. People like Roger Stollery & Graham 
Bantock in the UK and John Amens in the US, Waliki in Germany, just to name a few. They were utilising  
carbon fibre in spars and hulls in an era when only the very elite of other sports were using it. The freedom of 
the class rules allowed designers to try ideas and test on the race course. 

Today the elite of the sport are still attracted to the class, and it is possible that to some degree the 
level of experimentation has slowed and this allows older boats the chance to compete without being obsolete 
overnight. As in a great article by Brad Gibson “Pimp my M”, an older M class hull can be upgraded and made 
competitive again by adding a new fin/ bulb and some new rigs. 

Yoda (David Thomas) and Lincoln McDowall have been developing M class designs in Australia for 
many years and have won many Australian and State championships. They mould the hulls using Infusion 
resin techniques which keeps the costs down when compared to Pre Preg moulding. Their current hull shapes 
are variations of Fuzzy Logic design (2008), the F3, F4 and F5 are all competitive shapes. Testing of various 
fin and bulb positions and rig performance have been the most critical to success in racing. 

There are now a number of designs regularly sailed in Australia including the Indie, Nioutram, F5, Vibe 
and the BG designed Grunge, just to name a few! So if you are looking for the next challenge it’s fairly 
apparent that the M is the way to go. 

M Links: 
Red Ant Radio Yachts  https://redantradioyachts.wordpress.com/ 
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BG Sails & Design  http://bgsailsanddesign.com 
BOATSetc  http://boatsetc.eu 
Robot Yachts  http://robotyachts.co.uk/ 

 

 
 
 
The latest generation foiling IMOCA monohull: 
 While on the French sailing subject, even more impressive than their radio sailing is the French ocean 
racing events and accomplishments. Especially in solo racing across oceans and around the globe in the 
IMOCA class in the Vendee Globe. Next up is the Route de Rhum across the Atlantic (Something like 122 
entrants: 5 Ultimes, 24 IMOCAs and 50 Class 40s). All possible because the French love their sailing and it is 
front page news that allows sponsors (like Charal on this video) to support these great ocean racing 
campaigns: https://www.facebook.com/charalsailingteam/videos/2133365310067757/ 
 
 
2919 IOM COW Regatta – Tentative Dates & Plans 
 Our tentative regatta date is set for April 26 – 28, 2019 pending class approval, with measure-in Friday 
afternoon combined with our gathering social and dinner per usual in the early evening. IOM sailing is Saturday 
and Sunday. 

If there is enough interest, we propose a Marblehead class friendly sailing day on Friday from 9:00-
2:00, which is usually our best sailing period. Let Jerry or me know if this is of interest. If we can get four M’s to 
attend we plan to do this, and then go measure our IOMs and join the gathering dinner and social time. Joe, 
get your M renovation done in time for this… 

Maybe Bob Hirsch and the San Diego Argonauts to do the same with Ms the day before Midwinters? 
 
 

Next Up:  Seattle MYC #8 on 10/20/18 (Saturday) at 9A – 1P at Coulon Park. Here is another crack at 
Jerry Brower, and I’ll bet he doesn’t sail his Pikanto here… 
 

 


